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ASIAN DAYS
Asian Heritage Month celebrates the Asian 
culture for its 9th year throughout the 
month of April.
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TOP CAT
Brant Valach receives Top Cat honor for 
his numerous homeruns, doubles and 
hits.
    VOL. 99 | NO. 125Thursday, April 2, 2015
PAG E 8
Student creates creatures with artwork
ART, page 5 
K ALYN HAYSLET T | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Erin Smith ‘s sculpture "doggy”, which is one of her largest pieces, took a lot of effort of painting and texturizing for the fur.                               
By Luis Martinez
Adminstration Editor| @DEN_News
The Council on Academic Affairs will discuss re-
visions to the School of Business graduation require-
ments and adding more options to the art major dur-
ing its meeting Thursday.
The proposed revision is to make business students 
more prepared and develop “stronger critical think-
ing and quantitative reasoning skills,” according to a 
memo from the School of Business curriculum com-
mittee.
In order to achieve this, students would need to 
complete one of the following courses: CMN 2040: 
Argumentation and Critical Thinking; ECN 3450 
Game Theory;
GEG 3810 Geographic Information Systems 
I; MAT 2110G; Brief Calculus with Applications, 
MIS 3505: Advanced Microcomputer Application 
and Development, OSO 3800: Spreadsheet Model-
ing and Analysis for Management Decision Making; 
OSC 4820: Business Analytics and Data Mining; 
PHI 1900G: Logical and Critical Reasoning, along 
with its honors version.
Students would need to take one of these courses 
as part of their graduation requirements.
Currently, business majors need to take MAT 
2110G, but according to the memo, the curricu-
lum committee believes students would benefit more 
from a broader course list to further develop their rea-
soning skills.
“While we agree that our current requirement of 
Brief Calculus provides a benefit to students as they 
develop computational and analytical skill sets, we 
also feel the other courses noted above exist that de-
velop such skills and align with the goals or our cur-
riculum,” the memo said.
The School of Business faculty and the Lumpkin 
College of Business and Applied Sciences curriculum 
committee approved the proposed revision.
The council will also look at proposed course revi-
sions in two art courses, ART 3111: Sculpture II, and 
ART 3112: Sculpture III. The council will also look 
at proposals about adding ART 2012G: Nonwestern 
Fine Arts as a requirement to students seeking a Bach-
elor of Fine Arts with concentrations in graphic de-
sign and studio art.
The council will meet at 3 p.m. Thursday in 
Room 4440 in the Booth Library.
Luis Martinez can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or  lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
CAA to discuss graduation requirements
By Kalyn Hayslett
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Three-dimensional animal sculptures give 
viewers a front row seat to the mind of Erin 
Smith, a senior art major, whose new exhibit 
combines two unexpected animals into what she 
calls Dino-pet creatures. 
Approximately 13 Dino-pet creatures will be 
on display from 1 to 4 p.m. on Thursday and 
12 to 2 p.m. on Friday in the Doudna Fine Art 
Center’s Student Gallery. 
Smith said her inspiration for this collection 
of artwork came from combining her two loves 
of cats and dinosaurs into one epic animal. 
Smith said for her first sculpture, Bunny Rex, 
which she considers one of her prized posses-
sions, she used numerous amounts of plaster 
and rubber molds to combine the body of a rab-
bit and the legs of a Tyrannosaurus Rex. 
“I started working on it last semester and it 
took all semester long because the molds were 
very hard to stick together, and I was just happy 
that it finally came together,” Smith said.
She said she usually uses an additive method 
of constructing her creatures.  She does this by 
using clay, manipulating the shape she desires 
and continuing to add more and more clay until 
she is satisfied with the final product. 
Smith said when she was finished, her crea-
tures weighed about 50 pounds, which is why 
she eventually hollows the insides to shave away 
the pounds so the art pieces are not too heavy 
to lift. 
Two rabbits’ ears with texture marks create a 
visual allusion of soft ivory fur with a smooth 
peachy-pink inside on top of a rabbit face that 
welcomes the viewer with its gray marble-col-
ored eyes. 
Smith said the texture found on all of her Di-
no-pet creatures gave her the most difficulty. 
“Using different tools to mark the animal fur, 
it is really hard to get the right type because dog 
fur is longer while cat fur is shorter,” she said. 
She said she recently learned how to use this 
skill of creating texture, so it has been time-con-
suming because of the detailed work.
Smith said she came to Eastern with the idea 
that she would focus mainly on 2D art.  When 
she took 3D art classes, she found a love for it 
she never knew she had. 
“My concentration is in 3D art; it is com-
pletely different from 2D,” she said. “Sculpting 
is what I got into the most it is challenging but 
its fun.” 
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
The Student Senate planned to review 
its revised budget before the upcoming Ap-
portionment Board meeting, but because it 
did not have a quorum Wednesday, mem-
bers moved into committee reports.
Reginald Thedford, the student body 
president, called for emergency legislation 
because the meeting was not in quorum. 
This means senate members wil l  dis-
cuss and vote on the two resolutions from 
Wednesday’s meeting and the senate’s bud-
get next week.
Thedford will present the senate’s bud-
get revisions to the Apportionment Board 
at 7 p.m. Thursday in the Arcola-Tuscola 
Room of the Martin Luther King Jr. Uni-
versity Union; his presentation follows the 
board approving $3,835 less than the sen-
ate requested for next year.
Student Senate Speaker Courtney Sage 
said discussing the budget with the senate 
beforehand was not required; it was some-
thing they wanted to do.
“During (Apportionment Board), they 
told us what our actual  number was or 
what we could be, so we have to adjust 
to that for Reggie to present (Thursday),” 
Sage said. “We were just going to discuss 
it (Wednesday) and see if the changes we 
made, if everyone was OK with them.”
Sage called the meeting not in quorum 
because not enough members were in at-
tendance, making it an unofficial meeting.
“Nothing goes on record,” Sage said. “I 
mean, we’ll have (an) unofficial record but 
not our official record; it won’t go down 
on that because we couldn’t conduct busi-
ness without quorum.” 
Sage also said low attendance can be at-
tributed to being close to the end of the 
year because people are busy with other re-
quirements.
 “You have to have 50 percent plus one, 
so a full senate is 30 members,” Sage said. 
“16 had to be here; we only had 15, that’s 
including myself.”
Though no official  business was con-
ducted,  the  two reso lut ions  meant  for 
Wednesday’s  meet ing were the Student 
Distinguished Faculty Award, an award 
given to professors in recognition for their 
commitment to academic support and ser-
vice, and the Study Abroad Holi Donation 
to help raise funds for the Holi event hap-
pening on April 24.
Thedford gave some updates about the 
“It’s On Us” campaign. 
He  s a id  he  was  work ing  on  ge t t ing 
someone to come and speak to students. 
Appl i ca t ions  for  the  upcoming  s tu -
dent government spring election were due 
Wednesday,  and the candidate meeting 
will be at 7 p.m. Thursday in the Oakland 
Room of the Union, followed by the can-
didate debate on April 6.
Luis Martinez can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
Student 
Senate tables 
budget 
discussion
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor|@DEN_News
Despite the fact that they rare-
ly interacted with each other, two 
actors were able to portray the in-
tense love and crushing loss in a 
couple’s relationship in a produc-
tion of the musical “The Last 5 
Years” Wednesday in the Globe 
Studio of the Doudna Fine Arts 
Center.
 “The Last 5 Years” focuses on 
one couple, Cathy (played by se-
nior theater major Grace Munoz) 
and Jamie (played by freshman the-
ater major Francis Monier). It fol-
lows their relationship, marriage 
and subsequent divorce. 
The musical shows the deterio-
ration of their marriage at different 
points in their relationship. Cathy 
begins her story at the end of the 
relationship, and Jamie starts at the 
beginning. 
This play is unlike others as it 
only has two characters who rarely 
interact onstage. Instead, they sing 
their songs separately except for 
one moment where their stories in-
tersect and they sing a short duet.
The play opens with Cathy sing-
ing a song called “Still Hurting” 
where she reflects on the end of her 
marriage, while Jamie sings “Shiksa 
Goddess,” a song about how excit-
ed he is to have found Cathy.
“I’m covered with scars I did 
nothing to earn,” Cathy sang.
Despite Jamie feeling as if things 
were moving too fast,  the cou-
ple gets married in the song “The 
Next Ten Minutes,” where they 
slow dance together while singing 
a brief duet.
As the play progresses, problems 
arise between the couple as Jamie 
begins finding success as a writer, 
while Cathy’s career as an actress 
stays stagnant.
Fights begin to break out be-
cause of Cathy’s jealousy and feel-
ings of being ignored by Jamie in 
favor of his writing and Jamie’s 
temptations at the hands of other 
women.
“In a perfect world, miracles 
would happen and every girl would 
look like Mr. Ed,” Jamie sang.
Cathy continues to go to one 
unsuccessful audition after another, 
and Jamie publishes a book that is 
well reviewed at a young age, put-
ting even more strain on their mar-
riage.
Despite all these pressures, Jamie 
still proclaims his belief in Cathy 
and their marriage.
Richele Miller, a freshman edu-
cation major, said she came to the 
musical to support her boyfriend 
who was working backstage.
“It was really great, with good 
music,” Miller said. “It was lots of 
fun. I liked watching the guy and 
girl meet in the middle.”
Alex Schmelzer, a senior biolo-
gy major, also said she enjoyed the 
musical.
“There were two different time-
lines, which was confusing at first, 
but it wasn’t bad,” she said.
The director of  “The Last  5 
Years” was Imani McDaniel, a ju-
nior theater major. She and Munoz 
heard the songs from it last sum-
mer and had the idea to perform it.
The musical was McDaniels’ di-
rectorial debut, though she has ex-
perience in the technical aspects of 
productions and in performing.
“There’s a lot of differences,” 
McDaniels said. “I enjoyed it, and 
it’s something I’m going to pur-
sue.”
She said she was friends with 
Monier and Munoz before they put 
on the musical, and they had to 
work with everyone’s schedule be-
cause they all had things going on 
besides practicing.
Monier said he had to work on 
time management to be in “The 
Last 5 Years.”
He said the biggest challenge 
was the fact that the musical had 
only two people in it that did not 
interact with each other.
“I didn’t get to work off the oth-
er person,” he said.
Despite this, he said he was still 
able to fight through the fatigue.
Munoz said this was her first 
time acting in a student-run pro-
duction.
“It was a very exciting experi-
ence,” she said. “I didn’t realize 
how much we had to do.”
Munoz helped McDaniel acquire 
the rights to “The Last 5 Years,” 
which cost $1,000.
They raised the money them-
selves with the help of donations 
and scholarships.
Munoz sa id she bel ieves  the 
writer of the musical, Jason Robert 
Brown, is a genius.
“The way he tells the story is so 
involved; it’s something that’s so 
different for the theater depart-
ment,” she said. 
Another performance is sched-
uled for 6 p.m Thursday in the 
Globe Studio.
Cassie Buchman can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
 cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
Rain
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Local weather
For more weather visit dailyeasternnews.com
Get the DEN sent straight to your email! 
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By Cassie Buchman 
City Editor| @DEN_News
Coles County Time Out wil l 
educate people and make them 
aware  of  pover ty  in  the  Coles 
County area by sponsoring a hun-
ger symposium 1 to 4 p.m. April 
10 in the Lumpkin Family Center 
for Health Education in the Sarah 
Bush Lincoln Health Center.
Marcia Shambaugh, office man-
ager for the student communi-
ty service office, said the Coles 
County Time Out is a collabora-
tive effort of non-profit organi-
zations, schools and churches of 
Coles County.
“It is supported by the Lump-
kin Family Foundation,” Sham-
baugh said. “They conduct pro-
grams that support people’s inno-
vations and long lasting improve-
ment in the environment, health, 
education and community access 
to the arts.
Sociology professor  Michael 
Gil lespie said the Coles Coun-
ty Time Out program was named 
so because it was an organization 
that allowed people to take time 
out of their day to learn about is-
sues.
“People would take time out, 
l ike  dur ing the i r  lunch break, 
throughout the day, and do infor-
mation sharing,” Gillespie said.
Gil lespie  sa id Time Out has 
worked on different issues includ-
ing work on poverty that has run 
across the gamut.
Check in for the symposium is 
at 12:30 p.m. the day of the event. 
It includes workshops, panels and 
keynote speaker Jim Hires, the ex-
ecutive director of the Eastern Il-
linois Food Bank. He will discuss 
the issues of hunger in the Coles 
County Area.
Gil lespie  sa id he would a l so 
speak about what his organization 
does as a food bank to address 
these issues.
The panel s  inc lude  f ight ing 
with food, a discussion with local 
food pantry directors such as local 
youth directors and a presentation 
of census data and information 
about hunger in their community.
Later panels are “Growing the 
Answer”, a discussion with local 
community garden leaders, and 
“School and Hunger”, which is a 
discussion with local high school 
and college food pantry directors.
Gillespie is one of the people 
presenting at the symposium.
“The presentat ions  i s  go ing 
to be on research I’ve done, and 
looks at levels of poverty, hunger, 
and food insecurity in the Coles 
County area,” Gillespie said. “The 
symposium is a way to get people 
more educated and more involved 
about issues in the area.”
A number of workshops will be 
available for attendees on how to 
work with youth and hunger, and 
to discuss how these issues pertain 
to the community.
Rachel Fisher, director of stu-
dent community service, said it 
was an opportunity for anyone on 
Eastern’s campus or student com-
munity to get together and learn 
about situations in the communi-
ty.
“They can learn reasons for, and 
how to fight, hunger,” Fisher said. 
“One reason we have it is to talk 
about community gardens, and 
other initiatives coming from the 
Eastern Illinois food bank.”
Those interested in attending 
can register by calling 217-581-
3967. Seating is limited to 100 
people.
“I know it’s a great opportuni-
ty to mobilize our selves to fight 
hunger,” Fisher said.
It has sponsored similar events 
on hunger before, mostly dealing 
with hunger on a county level.
The Symposium is Time Out’s 
final session of the season. Its sea-
son will resume in the fall after a 
summer break.
Cassie Buchman can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
MISSA BOR AH|THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Francis Monier, a freshman theatre arts major, performs “The Shmuel Song” Wednesday during the performance 
of The Last Five Years in the Globe Studio in Doudna Fine Arts Center.
Hunger Symposium to teach, raise awareness
Theater, music students collaborate for play
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By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor | @BertoHodge 
Asian Heritage Month has official-
ly begun for the ninth year of cele-
bration with a month of events rang-
ing from films, panel discussions and 
the annual Holi celebration.
Jinhee Lee, the coordinator of 
Asian studies, said she is excited to 
see so many different Asian cultures 
and RSOs represented in the events 
as well as on Eastern’s campus. 
This year’s theme is “High Tech, 
Low Life?” which shows the juxtapo-
sition of the high and cutting-edge 
era of technology in Asia, but also 
how some areas are still struggling 
with politics and freedoms for their 
citizens. 
“It’s a very interesting combina-
tion of the two different aspects of 
21st century life in Asia,” Lee said.  
One of the events featured this 
month is the panel discussion on 
Asian Pop Culture at 4 p.m. Thurs-
day in the Arcola-Tuscola Room in 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Univer-
sity Union. 
Lee said the event, in collabora-
tion with the Korean Student Associ-
ation and the Asian American Asso-
ciation, will feature an educated dis-
cussion on the media and pop cul-
ture of Asian heritage in terms of K-
pop and J-pop, which is Korean and 
Japanese pop music.
The month will also feature an in-
formational workshop explaining 
how to work and study in Asia at 
4:30 p.m. in the Lumpkin Hall Au-
ditorium. 
Lee said Eastern students in the 
past have gone and worked over-
seas in Asia, and the information-
al is a way to educate and show cur-
rent students that they too can travel 
abroad and work. 
She said the workshops will Skype 
in alumni from the university who 
will share their personal stories on 
how they got a job overseas. 
“This workshop has been very 
popular each year; hearing it from 
their own alums is powerful,” Lee 
said. 
One of the more serious events 
featured for the month is the pan-
el discussion on “Making Sense of 
the So-called Islamic State” at 5 p.m. 
April 14 in the Coleman Hall Audi-
torium. 
Lee said the discussion will deal 
with the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria, a militant group that has killed 
women, Christians and at least two 
American journalists. People from all 
over the world and many age groups 
have begun to join the group, with 
some individuals as close as Chicago 
attempting to join. 
“Why is it affecting the younger 
generation all over the world?” Lee 
said. 
The Holi celebration, which is put 
on annually by the Study Abroad 
Office, is based on an ancient Hindu 
religious festival and has participants 
throw colored chalk at one another. 
The celebration will be from 2 to 4 
p.m. April 24 in the Library Quad.
Roberto Hodge can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
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Writing Center Workshop:  | 3:30 PM
     This week’s workshop will be on using MLA style ; Coleman Hall 3110, all are welcome to attend
Building Interview Confidence | 4 - 5 PM
    Learn how to find your strengths and how to relate these to employers; call 581-2412 to RSVP
The Last 5 Years - A Memory Play | 6 - 7:30 PM
     Student talents in both the Theatre Arts and the Music departments; Doudna Globe Studio
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com
    April 2, 2015 What’s Happening at EIU?YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS Www.youngstowncharleston.com 
217-345-2363 
916 Woodlawn Dr. (south of 9th st.)  
CAMBRIDGE STREET SALE!  PRICES REDUCED! 
Sign a lease between March 30-April 30 while available!  
 2bedroom/1.5 bath townhouses! 
 Units with NO Washer&Dryer $300/person 
 Units with Washer&Dyrer $325/person 
 Family (with children) $585/month 
 Beautifully landscaped w/views of the 
Woods! 
 Trash and Parking included in rent 
 Fully Furnished Units! 
 Large walk in closets! 
 Home Away from Home feel! 
 Use Financial Aid to pay your rent! 
 
youngstownapts@consolidated.net 
Deposit  
Special 
HALF PRICE 
FOR ANY 
SIZE UNIT! 
  Until 5/8/15  
Don’t Miss our        
Multimedia Coverage!
Photo Galleries
Videos
Slideshows
Interactive Pages
www.dailyeasternnews.com
Get all the latest news and sports info, 
Like the Daily Eastern News on Facebook!
Heritage Month commences for 9th year
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge  
Members of EIU Pride will host 
a panel with students to represent 
the LGBT spectrum as part of So-
cial Justice and Diversity Week, at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday in the Buz-
zard Hall Auditorium. 
Joanna Stauder, the vice pres-
ident of Pride, said the Big Gay 
Panel will include students' per-
sonal experiences at Eastern, and 
their coming out stories.
 She said the panel has been a 
good way to educate people about 
the LGBT community and the 
discrimination they experience. 
Audience members will be giv-
en note cards and can ask panel 
members questions, which Staud-
er said she hopes will begin an ed-
ucational dialogue. 
“We can teach people that we’re 
not aliens," she said. "We're peo-
ple."
Although the panel is an annu-
al event, recent controversy in In-
diana may serve as an interesting 
discussion point this year. The Re-
ligious Freedom Restoration Act, 
which states someone can practice 
religious freedom without burden, 
also provides that people can seek 
relief if they feel their religious 
practice is threatened.   
  Although it is not explicitly stat-
ed in the bill, a gray area in its ex-
planation allows for discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation, 
which has upset members of the 
LGBT community nationally. 
Stauder said the topic of Indi-
ana’s bill is a likely one that could 
come up during the panel.  She 
said when the bill was original-
ly created it had good intentions 
and was not created to protect dis-
crimination. However, because it 
does not specifically state a person 
cannot discriminate based on sex-
ual orientation, the bill has room 
to be used for such discriminato-
ry practices. 
Roberto Hodge can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rlhodge@eiu.edu. 
CHYNNA MILLER| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Dr. Ka-Wai Yu, a professor in the music department, plays the cello during the Asian Heritage Month Kick-Off 
Reception Wednesday in the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
LGBT 
students 
to share 
struggles 
at panel
Asian Heritage Month 2015 Schedule
Thursday 4/2 Tuesday 4/7 S aturday 4/11 Tuesday 4/14
Thursday 4/16 Friday 4/24
Asian Pop  Culture 
   Student Panel
Information Workshop: 
Studying and Working in Asia
S aturday 4/25
Arcola-Tuscola Room  
 4 -5 p.m.
Lumpkin Auditorium 
4 -5:30 p.m.
A Field Trip To Japan 
House and Art Museum 
in Champaign
Email jlee@eiu.edu 
Panel Discussion:  
Making Sense of the  
So-Called Islamic State
Conversation on the  
Middle Eastern Culture
Dropping of the Atomic  
Bombs 70 Years Later :  
Poster Exhibit
2120 Physical Science 
Building | 4 - 5 p.m. Booth Library Atrium  
Thursday 4/23
(Tentative) | 4 p.m.
5-6:30 p.m.
Coleman Hall Auditorium  
Holi Celebration: 
Festival of Colors
Library Quad | 2 - 4 p.m.
Lecture: “Women’s Lives  
and the Korean War” and 
Field Trip to Springfield 
Email jlee@eiu.edu 
Thi s  pa s t  Tuesday  the  conso l ida t ed 
elections for the Coles County area took 
place from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. in several dif-
ferent  pol l ing places  l ike  the  Newman 
Catholic Center and the Bridge Lounge 
of the Martin Luther King Jr.  Universi -
ty Union. 
Positions those in Charleston have been 
able to vote for are city council member, 
park commissioner, and board of educa-
tion members. 
The News truly hopes that students in 
particular took advantage of this election, 
considering that, presumably, all students 
attending Eastern are of age to vote. Stu-
dents also carry a responsibility to partic-
ipate and be active in this crucial  deci-
sion-making process. 
Several city council members have also 
recommended that students take advan-
tage of taking part in voting. City Clerk 
Deborah Muller said more people should 
come out to vote and that the lack of in-
volvement is “kind of a shame because the 
impact of what happens locally is on peo-
ple.” 
Though results have revealed that non-
presidential ,  consolidated elections l ike 
Tuesday’s generally have a lower turnout, 
we agreed that this particular should be a 
universal concern among students. 
Rennels said voter turnout for students 
on consolidated elections is usually piti-
ful.
Unfortunately, students who form opin-
ions of any sort i f  they have not shown 
interest in voting cannot and should not 
be taken into account.  
“Lots of meetings have no one except 
city staff and reporters. Sometimes people 
come who are interested, and we’re happy 
to see them.” Muller said. 
The News feels that attendance and in-
terest puts those who are in charge at ease 
after having graciously permitted entrance 
and contribution for all. 
Rennels even provided brief informa-
tion for those who decide to participate. 
The opportunity is available for all—any-
one can register to vote at 18. If students 
are registered to vote in Charleston, any 
precious registration is then cancelled. 
However, unsolicited input from some-
one who could not be bothered with the 
commencement of this course of action 
would be unfair. 
Becoming involved would a l low stu-
dents the right to either protest or be in 
favor of any decisions made by those who 
receive the position in the future. 
Because  Eastern s tudents  make up a 
majority of Charleston’s population, they 
would possibly be able to help whomever 
they are in favor win the election. 
It is 2015, and it is still incredible to see 
how many people in the world will treat 
others differently because they are apparent-
ly “different.”
I hope most of you are aware of what is 
happening in Indiana, but if you are not, 
here it is.
On Thursday, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence 
signed into action the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act.
The bill proposes that individuals or busi-
nesses may not be forced by the government 
to violate their religious beliefs unless there 
is a reason to do so.
The bill has received much criticism 
around the country, which I believe it de-
serves because the bill is essentially allow-
ing discrimination towards the LGBT com-
munity.
Businesses can turn away gay people and 
claim that the reason they are doing so is 
because of religion.
The bill can be used to justify discrimi-
nation towards others by simply stating that 
religion is reason of their ostracizing others. 
Our country was founded on principles 
of equality and yes, there have been major 
instances of discrimination and prejudices 
since our country’s inception, and recent de-
cades have shown strides towards equality.
I do not believe that the people who will 
deny gay people business in Indiana is doing 
so for religious reasons, but they are proba-
bly doing it out of hate.
A problem with this bill is that is anyone 
can claim religious freedom to deny some-
one and those individuals can argue they are 
they are morally sound for sole reason of be-
ing religious.
I am sure some may think this is not an 
issue to worry because it happened in Indi-
ana, but this is a major problem facing the 
country.
A similar bill appeared in Arkansas as 
well.
These bills are undoing progress made to-
wards equality over the last few decades and 
can possibly prevent progress being made in 
the future.
This is an issue I hope everyone thinks is 
important, and I hope people realize and see 
discrimination still exists.
There is never a reason to discriminate 
against others and using religion to treat 
others with disrespect goes against what our 
country was founded on.
Chris Picazo is a journalism major.
He can be reached at denopinions@gmail.com.
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Let it burn
Do not cross
lines when 
pranking
STAFF EDITORIAL
Another April Fools’ Day has past, and I 
do have to say this was the calmest one yet 
I have experienced. In the past, my friends 
and I have used this day to just stupidly 
mess with one another, well more than what 
we normally do.  
We would not go as far as to fake seri-
ous situations or medical problems. I wish 
I could say the same thing about other peo-
ple.
In high school, when we had classes on 
this day, people use to avoid opening up 
their lockers because of the glitter, balloons 
or whatever someone can put into a locker 
will fly out on the person.  
The janitor despised this day. This 
went on for the first two years, and people 
enjoyed it because it did not harm anyone 
and people had a good time.
I guess one student got bored of it 
because in my junior year on that day, no 
one laughed but her.
One girl decided to pretend she was 
depressed, cutting herself and made every-
one think she was going to kill herself. 
Something you do not do.
She decided it was funny to use her 
makeup and create fake cut marks along 
the inside of her arm; she purposely made 
blades fall out of her purse and onto the 
floor during a class. She had a fake suicide 
note taped in all of the bathrooms through-
out the school.
Everyone got scared and went looking for 
her while others went to the principal to tell 
her what was going on.
My group of friends along with two oth-
ers went to the basement of the school and 
found her hiding in between the vend-
ing machines. I remember this part vividly, 
because I was that furious.
She was talking to someone on the phone 
and she had not realized people found her.  
She was talking about what she had done 
for her “big prank” for the day.  She was 
so proud of how well it worked too. As she 
laughed, I fumed.  I was not the only one. 
One student grabbed her out of the hid-
ing spot and full-blown yelled at her, her 
face turning a darker shade of red with 
every word that was thrown out.  
As soon as we calmed her down, we took 
the student who was the cause of this mess 
to the principal and told her everything she 
had said on the phone.
Everyone was then dismissed to their 
classes and told not to talk about it for the 
rest of the day. People still talked about it 
though.
After that she was never seen again. Well 
at least not at school. From what I heard 
from a professor of mine, her parents were 
called into the school and because of the 
seriousness of the “joke” she was expelled.
In case the lesson of this story was 
not obvious, it is that there is a fine line 
between pulling a funny prank and play-
ing with people’s emotions and acting like 
something as serious has depression and sui-
cide can be a joke.
Stephanie White is a junior journalism major and can be 
reached at 581-2812 or at sewhite2@eiu.edu.
Stephanie White
She said she started working on her Di-
no-pet creatures this year.  Last semester she 
completed approximately six sculptures and 
seven this semester. 
“I just created plain dinosaurs and cat 
sculptures for my classes until my professor 
gave me the idea to combine them,” Smith 
said. “I never thought of that, so once I start-
ed, I just kept playing with them.”
She has devoted many hours into per-
fecting these creatures by sacrificing her 
weekends and nights to working in the ce-
ramics room. 
With the showcase approaching soon, 
Smith said she is working longer hours to 
make sure her painting is done to portray all 
of the animals as realistic as possible. 
She said what pushes her to put all of her 
energy into finishing her artwork even when 
fatigued is knowing that she will have her 
support system at the showcase. 
“It’s a little nerve-racking but I am excit-
ed to see my art finally done and I’m looking 
forward to seeing my professor because he 
will bring his class to see my work,” Smith 
said. 
Smith was the winner of the 2014 Booth 
Library Award for Excellence in Student Re-
search for piece “Pop Pop Perry,” a portrait 
of President Bill Perry demonstrating his un-
wavering Panther pride. 
Using Tootsie Pop wrappers, Smith recre-
ated Perry, in his element, wearing the bright 
blue furry skullcap and re-entered it into the 
undergraduate student showcase. 
Smith said she does feel a little pressure 
to continue demonstrating honorary work, 
but when she is in love with her artwork, she 
is satisfied. 
Once she graduates this May she said she 
plans on taking time during the summer to 
keep sculpting her Dino-pet creatures, using 
realistic poses to make her creations more 
life-like. 
Kalyn Hayslett can be reached at 
581-2812 or at kehayslett@eiu.edu.
By Camelia Nicholson
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
 
The Student Community Ser-
vice hosted an event in the Li-
brary Quad, exposing students 
to the idea that poverty hunger 
exists in the Charleston commu-
nity Wednesday as part of Res-
idence Hall Association’s Social 
Justice and Diversity Week. 
Many students came and sup-
ported the i ssue by part ic ipat-
ing in an activity that called for 
students to make plates,  which 
in t roduced  the i r  own  hunge r 
a w a r e n e s s  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  a n -
nouncement. 
The plates were then displayed 
fo r  o the r s  t o  s e e .  Announce -
ments  such as  “No hunger,  no 
p rob l ems”  and  #EIUHunge r -
Challenge were written.
Kendra Moultrie, the poverty 
food pantry coordinator, said she 
saw the event as an eye-opener 
to the student body. 
Moultrie said once thought of 
the Student Community Service 
as only a requirement.
 She originally had to volun-
teer  through mandated hours ; 
now it has become a passion for 
her. 
Hunger awareness not only be-
came a grade for class, but a real 
life passion for those less fortu-
nate. 
“Peop l e  don’t  c a re  to  know 
w h a t  y o u  k n o w,  u n l e s s  t h e y 
care ,”  she  sa id .  “Just  knowing 
these people and being involved, 
being able to help them makes 
me feel better.”
Moultrie said she plans to fur-
ther the team with fundraisers 
outside of its “Hot Dogs in the 
Quad” event, which happens on 
Thursdays.
  She said the profits will help 
raise  money to star t  food pan-
tries in other counties.
 This  wil l  help pantries  pro-
vide plenty of food to help take 
care of people who are not able 
to put food on their tables them-
selves. 
Samantha Sarrich, a graduate 
as s i s tant  for  the  s tudent  com-
munity service, is  not a part of 
the Student Community Service 
but said she found herself help-
ing run the event because of the 
impact it can have. 
Sarr ich sa id her  dr ive to ex-
pand in the poverty hunger as-
pect of the community is person-
al and she has seen firsthand the 
difference it has made. 
“I  don’t  think of  myself  as  a 
role model, just another student 
that works hard to raise aware-
ness,” Sarrich said. “It’s nice to 
see  s tudents  walk  through the 
quad and just stop and read.” 
Moultr ie  sa id in her  t ime at 
Eastern she will never forget the 
most rewarding moment of help-
ing someone for the greater good 
and it is all because of her work 
she has  done with the Student 
Community Service. 
She said it  is  not only some-
thing that benefits the hungry in 
society, but brings the students 
and the Charleston community 
together for a great cause. 
Camelia Nicholson can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or cdnicholson@eiu.edu.
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BINGO
@ The MOOSE Family Fraternity
615 7th Street
Non-members can play
* MUST BE 21 *
7PM TONIGHT
217-345-2012
$1.00 Drafts
Avoid the clutter, 
read the DEN online!
www.dennews.com
Make this YOUR space! Advertise in the DEN!
5-Day Run: Run a 2x3 ad Monday through Friday for $180!
Buy One, Get One: Run any sized ad*  and get an additional run 
any day that week for 50% off!
*at regular price of $12.75 per column inch
Verge Special: Run a 2x3 ad every Friday for a month for $150
Business Card Special: Run three 2x2 ads in one week for $100
What are you waiting for? 217-581-2816
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Robert Matthews places metal rods throughout the cinderblocks of the Wall of Oppression Wednesday in the 
North Quad. The wall will be torn down Friday in the North Quad.
Team displays severity of local hunger » ART CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
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The Vehicle:
Eastern’s literary journal
Submit your creative prose, 
poetry and plays to 
The Vehicle anytime!
Go to www.thevehiclemagazine.com
Nice 1-5 BR Homes
Rates starting at 
$275/month
Call or text 217-345-4001
or visit eiuliving.com
Check out our photo 
galleries online!
www.dailyeasternnews.com
Pick up your copy of the 
Daily Eastern News anywhere 
around campus!
1, 2, and 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE SUMMER & FALL
*Quiet
locations
*As low as 
$285/mo each 
person
For Appointment 
217-348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
820 Lincoln Ave
Office Hours:
9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
CLASSIFIEDS
Going with the gold
For rentHelp wanted
Sublessors
For rent
For rentFor rent
1 and 2 BR apts for Fall across from 
Doudna.  345-2416
___________________________4/2
For Rent Fall 2015.  2-4 BR house, 2 
blocks from campus.  W/D, dishwash-
er, great parking, and nice yard.  
Call or text (217) 276-7003.
___________________________4/3
Beautiful 1 and 2 BR penthouse apt. 
Huge bedrooms, central air, full fit-
ness center, walk-in closets.  Too 
much to list!  Best prices in town! 
 815-600-3129 Leave Message
___________________________4/3
BOWERS RENTALS 1-5 BR homes…
All located south of Lincoln Ave-
nue…Starting at $275/mo. 
217-345-4001 eiuliving.com
___________________________4/3
4 BR 2 Bath Home. 3-4 tenants (307 
Polk Ave.) Close to campus. Con-
crete drive, huge patio, and front 
porch. Very well maintained! High 
efficiency furnace, C/A, washer/dry-
er. 
Contact Pam at 549-5402. Pictures 
on Craigslist under address.
___________________________4/3
4 BR 2 Bath Home. 3-4 tenants 
(1526 3rd St.) On campus. Very nice, 
clean, well maintained. High effi-
ciency furnace, C/A, washer/dryer. 
Nice private backyard and big front 
porch. Contact Pam at 549-5402. 
Pictures available on Craigslist un-
der address.
___________________________4/3
3 great locations & sizes/prices to fit 
your needs.  
217-348-1479  
www.tricountymg.com
___________________________4/3
~BEST DEAL IN TOWN~  
2 bd/1.5 ba $595/mo TOTAL 2 peo/
unit.  Trash/parking incl.  1509 2nd. 
217-348-1479.  
www.tricountymg.com
___________________________4/3
1109 4th St. 4 BR House, W/D and gar-
bage included. $250/person. 
232-4312
___________________________4/3
LOOKING FOR QUALITY HOUSING 
FOR NEXT YEAR!? Check us out! 1-6 
Bedrooms. 
www.EIUforrent.com  
217-345-2982
___________________________4/6
2015 School year: 
RCRRENTALS.COM 217-345-5832
___________________________4/6
AVAILABLE FALL 2015 - NEXT TO 
BUZZARD/DOUDNA - 2 & 3 BR, 1812 
9th St. 
sammyrentals.com 
217-549-4011, 217-348-0673 
CALL OR TEXT. 
___________________________4/7
Awesome 3 BR Townhouse.  One unit 
left!  
Call 24 hours for details 630-505-8374.
__________________________4/10
4 bedroom 2 bath pats 
Across from Lantz.  Free cable/inter-
net.  Fully furnished.  $380 a month. 
$100 Sign-on bonus 
217-345-3353
__________________________4/17
4 Bedroom 2 1/2 bath house  
North of Greek Court.  Free cable/in-
ternet.  Fully furnished.  $350 a month. 
$100 Sign-on bonus 
217-345-3353
__________________________4/17
6 Bedroom house includes a studio 
cottage for 1, 6 total 10 MONTH 
LEASE 1906 11th, $275 each.  Large 
yard and patio, A/C, D/W, W/D.  
217-345-3273.
__________________________4/17
3-6 bedroom house 10 MONTH 
LEASE 1521 2nd, $275 each.  A/C, 
W/D, off-street parking.  
217-345-3273
__________________________4/17
3-5 bedroom house 10 MONTH 
LEASE 1836 11th. $275 each, covered 
patio, A/C, D/W, W/D. 
217-354-3273
__________________________4/17
South Campus Suites 2 bedroom 1 
bath townhouses available for Fall 
2015.  Fully furnished, all-inclusive 
price $475!  Call us today for your 
apartment showing.  Stay Unique 
217-345-RENT (7368).  
unique-properties.net
__________________________4/30
Very spacious 5 bedroom house 
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St. for 
15-16!  Great location, all-inclusive 
pricing, W/D.  
Stay Unique 217-345-RENT (7368) 
www.unique-properties.net
__________________________4/30
Properties available on 7th St.  5 or 6 
BR houses. Studio, 3, or 4 BR apts. 
Most utilities paid on apts.  
Call 217-855-8521.
__________________________4/30
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. 
Over 20 years experience. 
345-4489. 
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016, VERY NICE 1, 2 & 3 
BEDROOM HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS 1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM 
CAMPUS. 
CALL 217-493-7559. 
MYEIUHOME.COM
__________________________4/30
3 BR APTS, 820 Lincoln Ave. 1 block 
from EIU, all kitchen appliances, 
water & trash pd. 
217-348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016 VERY NICE 2 + 3 BED-
ROOM / 2 BATH APARTMENTS.  REFIN-
ISHED BALCONIES, CODED ENTRY 
INTO BUILDING, CABLE AND INTER-
NET INCLUDED IN RENT!  RIGHT BE-
HIND MCHUGH’S, LESS THAN A 
BLOCK FROM CAMPUS!  
217-493-7559.  
myeiuhome.com
__________________________4/30
FOR SUMMER OR FALL: 1, 2, & 3 BR 
APTS. as low as $285/person. All ap-
pliances, some with dishwasher, W/D, 
or garage. Trash pd., some with water 
pd. As close as 3 blocks to EIU. 
Carlyle Apartments 
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
___________________________5/4
 AVAILABLE NOW: Deluxe 1 BR apt., 
117 W. Polk. Stove, fridge, micro-
wave, dishwasher, W/D. Trash pd. 
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
___________________________5/4
 FOR 2015: 1, 2, & 3 BR APTS. 
Carlyle Apartments 
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
___________________________5/4
STORAGE UNITS - 4x12 to10x30 - 
348-7746
___________________________5/4
3 BEDROOM FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR, $185 PER 
STUDENT FOR A 10 MONTH LEASE. 
CALL 345-3664.
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015
Studio 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apart-
ments. Great locations. 
PPWRentals.com 
217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
PPWRentals.com 
217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 5 bedroom and 3 bedroom, 
recently remodeled, free 50” LCD TV 
included, one month free rent. 
217-549-1628
___________________________5/4
EXCEPTIONALLY ECONOMICAL! 
Apt. with 1 bedroom loft. Furnished 
for a couple or single. $385 for 1 or 
$435 for 2. 1/2 duplex- 1 block N. of 
O’Brien Field for school year 2015-
2016. 
Call Jan 345-8350.
___________________________5/4
Available Summer and Fall 2015. 1, 2 
and 3 apartments, water and trash in-
cluded. Plenty of parking. Buchanan 
Street Apartments. 
217-345-1266
___________________________5/4
NO CAR? CLOSE ENOUGH TO WALK. 
Rentals for 1, 2, 3, or 4 within a block 
to EIU. Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Real-
tor. 
345-4489. 
www.woodrentals.com
___________________________5/4
One house 3 people $250 each, 2 peo-
ple $300 each. 11 month lease, W/D. 
1521 11th Street. 
Call 549-7031
___________________________5/4  
Fall 2015- 1 bedroom apartments, all 
inclusive near Buzzard. 
RCRRentals.com 
or 217-345-5832
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 3 bedroom, 3 bath duplex 
east of campus. 
RCRRentals.com 
or 217-345-5832
___________________________5/4
Bartenders needed at The Place in Ash-
more, Illinois. Weekends required. Call 
349-8613. Inquire within Monday 
through Friday 9-5.
___________________________4/3
Waitress wanted part-time.  Apply af-
ter 4 pm.  Need to be here during 
breaks.  Pagliai’s Pizza, 1600 Lincoln, 
Charleston.
___________________________4/3
Millennium Apartments- $325 per 
month plus utilities. Available now un-
til July. 
217-519-2769
___________________________4/3
University Village- 1 BR, $735. Water, 
cable, internet. Couples welcome, pet 
friendly. Summer availability. 
773-841-8039
___________________________4/7
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The self proclaimed ‘Hammock Club’ hangs in what they call the ‘Friendship Tree’ Wednesday outside of Coleman Hall.
Hanging around
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By Bob Reynolds
Staff Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern baseball  team is 
heading into a three-game series 
against Tennessee Tech not hav-
ing won a game all season. 
Eastern is coming off an 18-14 
loss, Tuesday, to Illinois State in 
which the Panthers had 22 hits 
and 14 runs scored.
Panther senior third baseman 
Brant Valach said if his team can 
hit like it did on Tuesday, it will 
come away with wins  over  the 
weekend.
“ I  c a n  p r o m i s e  y o u  t h a t ,” 
he said. “If we hit l ike this, we 
will be just fine. There are a lot 
of games left in the season, and 
there is no time to panic. All the 
coaches ask of us is that we just 
keep moving forward. It is a pro-
cess. It is baseball. We took a step 
forward (Tuesday) as an offense 
and that is good to see.”
Tennessee Tech is 10-17 over-
al l  and 4-8 in conference play. 
The Golden Eagles are also cur-
rently riding an eight-game los-
ing streak. 
The Golden Eagles are led by 
senior  Dylan Bosheers ,  who is 
leading the team in average at 
.348. Bosheers has five homeruns 
in 89 plate appearances this sea-
son. 
He also has eight doubles and 
28 runs scored. Junior Jake Farr 
is hitting .305 on the season with 
one home run and 25 hits. 
Eastern coach Jim Schmitz said 
the Golden Eagles are a good hit-
ting team and his pitchers have to 
keep the score down in order for 
the Panthers to win.
“If we get some quality pitch-
ing,  get  some qual i ty  pitching 
and keep the score reasonable, we 
will be fine,” he said. “They are 
not a team that does a lot of run-
ning. They are pretty much just a 
hitting team.”
P i t c h i n g  w i s e ,  t h e  Go l d e n 
Eagles  are  led by senior  Chris 
Chism, who has a  2.56 earned 
run average and is 4-1 on the sea-
son in nine appearances. Chism 
has only i ssued seven walks  in 
31.2 innings pitched and has 35 
strikeouts on the season.
In Tuesday’s  game,  the  Pan-
thers bottom two hitters ,  John 
Devito and Adam Casson went 
a  combined 5- for -7 ,  and pro-
duction like that from the eight 
and nine hitters is what Schmitz 
wants to see moving forward.
“I say to them all the time that 
mid-week  i s  so  impor tant  fo r 
confidence,” he said. “Devito has 
to feel great. Casson has to feel 
great. John and Casson really give 
us a plus at the end of the line-
up.”
Schmitz said the key to getting 
a series win over the weekend is 
keeping the score down.
“We are  def in i te ly  swinging 
the bats better,” he said. “But, I 
think we definitely need to keep 
the score down.”
Schmitz  sa id  he  i s  p lanning 
on going with senior  Garr ison 
Stenger Thursday, junior Jake Jo-
hansmeier Friday and Matt Wivi-
nis Saturday, on the mound.
The Panthers and Golden Ea-
gles will get underway at 6 p.m. 
Thursday in Cookeville, Tenn.
 
Bob Reynolds can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu . 
Panthers still searching for first win
By Sean Hastings
Staff reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern softball team has 
played 26 games this season and is 
10-16 overall. 
Eastern is also 5-5 in the con-
ference and tied for fifth place. 
The Panthers have had their ups 
and downs throughout the sea-
son, Panther coach Angie Nichol-
son said. 
“It’s been a rollercoaster,” Nich-
olson said. “I think that’s proba-
bly the most frustrating part, be-
cause we see moments of great-
ness, and then we’ll see moments 
where it’s like ‘oh my god’.”
Nicholson said it is hard to see 
the moments that could be, but 
they do not consistently do it. 
She said they want and have to 
be able to put everything togeth-
er and not just have one aspect of 
the game working for them.
Nicholson wants the team to be 
able to score more runs and make 
sure everyone stays healthy and 
can be utilized.  
“I’d really like to see us more 
than anything, pound the ball,” 
she said. “We have to put up runs 
this year. That’s just a fact that we 
have to face, because we’re giving 
up quite a bit of runs.”
The Panthers have been out-
scored this year 141-109. 
So far this year, the Panthers 
have had many players contribute 
to the offense, with senior Bailey 
O’Dell leading the team offensive-
ly.
O’Dell is hitting .422 on the 
year with 28 runs batted in, eight 
home runs, seven doubles,  and 
she has also scored 25 runs for the 
Panthers. 
“It’s good to see (O’Dell) doing 
this,” Nicholson said. “Hopeful-
ly it continues for the rest of the 
month of April.”
Nicholson said O’Dell is just 
staying calm and relaxed, and is 
just going out and playing. 
Fellow senior Hannah Cole and 
junior April Markowski are also 
having strong years offensively.  
Cole is tied for second on the 
team in RBIs with 15. Markowski 
leads the team with eight doubles 
and four steals
Nicholson sa id she i s  happy 
with how much Markowski has 
been able  to contr ibute to the 
team. 
“I knew what she’s capable of,” 
Nicholson said. “She’s really ris-
en to the occasion. She’s laying 
out for us in the outfield, and she 
steals when she needs to steal. 
Markowski is  hitt ing leadoff 
right now, which is an unfamil-
iar spot, but Nicholson said she 
is keeping her there because she is 
getting on base. 
But there have been players who 
have really stepped up and been 
“pleasant surprises” for Nicholson. 
Nicholson said freshman An-
drea Roberts is someone who has 
really stepped up for the Panthers 
and has  been  n icknamed “the 
smooth operator” by Nicholson. 
Nicholson even nicknamed her 
“the smooth operator.”
“You don’t really see here rat-
tled,” Nicholson said. “She just 
goes. She’s even-keeled.”
Freshman pitchers Jessica Wire-
man and Michelle Rogers have 
been counted on to pitch mostly 
every game for the Panthers this 
season. 
Rogers has had 19 appearances 
this season on the mound. She has 
a record of 5-7 with a 3.91 earned 
run average. 
Wireman is 4-8 this season with 
an ERA of 5.65 and has appeared 
in 18 games this season.
Nicholson said gives them a lot 
of credit because they have been 
through a lot and go out there and 
‘work their tails off.’
Cole has been someone who has 
been able to help both pitchers 
throughout their freshman years. 
Ni cho l son  knows  th e  t e am 
could be even better if junior Jen-
nette Isaac can be the hitter she 
was last year. 
She said having her on will be 
big especially if O’Dell and Cole 
continue to keep driving in the 
runs like they have been.
The Panthers season will con-
tinue this weekend with double-
headers against conference rivals, 
Tennessee Tech Saturday and Jack-
sonville State Sunday.
Sean Hastings can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or smhastings@eiu.edu. 
Softball team sits at .500 in conference play
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April Markowski, an outfielder, attempts to get a hit at the softball game against Murray State Monday at Williams Field. 
The Panthers currently have a record of 10-16.
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Junior pitcher Matt Doherty pitches in the Panthers game Tuesday at Coaches Stadium against Illinois State. Doherty had three hits in the game.
By Cody Delmendo
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Eastern men’s tennis was swept 
for the fourth time this season 
Wednesday at Tennessee Tech.
The team now sits at 3-13 on 
the season, which includes a 2-4 
record in Ohio Valley Conference 
play. Eastern still needs two more 
wins to make the OVC Tourna-
ment, which starts April 17. 
The Panthers lost the all impor-
tant doubles point in very close 
matches and were not able to help 
themselves in singles matches, los-
ing in all six spots.
Junior Rui Silva and senior Da-
vid Constantinescu earned the lone 
doubles victory for Eastern, as they 
defeated the Golden Eagles No. 
2 duo Eduardo Mena and Alvaro 
Cintas 8-7.
Eastern lost the No. 1 and No. 
3 doubles matches, which secured 
the point for Tennessee Tech.
Panthers No. 1 duo of junior 
Robert Skolik and freshman Pres-
ton Toul iatos  took the loss  to 
Golden Eagles No. 1 duo of Alex 
Arovin and Alberto Esteban 8-6 
and the No. 3 match between Re-
iman twins, Grant and Trent and 
Tennessee Tech duo Artem Tarasov 
and Jorge Alfonso lost 8-7 in their 
match.
Skol ik was the only Panther 
to win the first set in the singles 
matches for Eastern. After losing 
the second set, the match ended.
From then on the Panthers could 
not win the first set. In the No 2. 
singles match, Mena defeated Tou-
liatos 6-4, 7-5, Esteban defeated 
senior David Constantinescu 7-6, 
6-2 in the No. 3 match.
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor | @BobReynoldsDEN
Eastern senior third baseman Brant 
Valach has improved his average to 
.306 after getting off to a slow start to 
the season.
Valach has four homeruns, eight 
doubles and 22 hits in 72 plate ap-
pearances this season and leads the 
Panthers in batting average and slug-
ging percentage with a .583. 
Over the past four games, Valach 
went 7-for-17 with a home run and 
four runs batted in. 
He said he has been working hard 
this year to try to be as consistent as 
he can, which has shown throughout 
the past couple weeks.
“I am really trusting and sticking to 
my approach, while hitting,” he said. 
“I am doing my best to focus on as 
much as possible every single pitch, 
while I’m playing the field. I make 
a conscious effort to slow the game 
down as much as possible, which 
helps me focus.”
Eastern coach Jim Schmitz said ear-
ly on Valach wanted to get the big hit 
and was trying to pull the ball more.
“That is normal,” he said. “He is a 
middle of the lineup guy and we want 
him to drive in runs, but he wouldn’t 
give in to what the pitcher is doing. 
Lately, he has been on a tear to where 
if the guy makes a mistake early in the 
count, he is going to turn on it. If he 
gets in late in the count, Brant is able 
to go with it and go the other way.”
Schmitz said Valach is the main 
guy on the team that has been consis-
tent throughout the season.
“It is so hard for him, because oth-
er people around him have not been 
consistent,” he said. “Brant has been 
the one main guy that has had the big 
hit or big play. To have that guy in 
the lineup that we know is going to 
be there is big, and he is a guy we can 
count on.”
This season is Valach’s last sea-
son as a Panther. He said he is look-
ing forward to turning the season in 
the right direction for his team, who 
is currently winless on the season in 
21 games.
“We are making improvements in 
certain areas,” he said. “We need to 
put a complete game together, and 
when we do that we will be success-
ful.” 
Growing up in Orland Park, Va-
lach has always played sports to stay 
active and played football in basket-
ball at Carl Sandburg High School.
Valach was a four-year letter win-
ner in baseball and football, but fell 
in love with baseball because of how 
unique of a game it is and how diffi-
cult it is. 
“No other sport is based off of fail-
ure as much as baseball is,” he said. 
“You fail as a hitter way more than 
you succeed and that challenge to suc-
ceed more and fail less is one that ex-
cites me.”
As a senior, Eastern senior Dane 
Sauer said Valach can be a vocal guy, 
but he definitely leads more by exam-
ple.
“He’s great at that,” Sauer said. “He 
means a ton. He’s our guy. He’s doing 
really well for us right now, and that 
is nothing that is surprising to any of 
us.”
An example of that, Schmitz said, 
is that Valach never gets down on 
himself.
“He is showing the young kids how 
to compete,” Schmitz said. 
Valach has hit over .300 all of his 
first three years at Eastern. As a fresh-
man, he was named the Ohio Val-
ley Conference ‘Rookie of the Year’, 
and was named to the 2012 Louis-
ville Slugger Freshman All-American 
team, which was selected by the Col-
legiate Baseball newspaper for his .314 
batting average. 
Valach hit .332 and had a .401 on-
base percentage his sophomore year. 
Last season, he was named to the All-
OVC Second Team for the second 
year in a row and hit .333 with a .503 
slugging percentage. 
Valach said Schmitz and the coach-
ing staff give him the best opportuni-
ty to become a better baseball player.
“Coach Schmitz is like a dad to 
me,” he said. “He is an amazing per-
son on and off the field. I wouldn’t be 
half the player I am without him be-
ing my coach.”
Valach said his biggest influence 
throughout his baseball career has 
been his father, who passed away a 
week before this school year started, 
and his mother. 
He said he relied on his Eastern 
family to put him back together after 
the loss of his father. 
“It was incredibly difficult,” he 
said. “I don’t know what I would 
have done without the support of my 
friends, coaches and teammates.”
Valach added he was always en-
couraged to be the best at whatever he 
was doing early on in life.
“I received tremendous support 
throughout my early life and still to-
day in regards to baseball and sports 
in general,” he said. 
Bob Reynolds can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu. 
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: The @EIUsoftball games at Williams Field have been moved back to Saturday against Tennessee Tech at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
TOP CAT
BRANT VALACH
THIRD BASEMAN
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Brandt Valach, a senior infielder, looks to run to first base in the Panthers game Tuesday against Illinois State at 
Coaches Stadium. Valach had two hits in the game.
By Mark Shanahan
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The EIU Big Blue Classic marks 
the first outside meet hosted by East-
ern this year and both the men and 
the women will be competing. 
The three-day event begins Thurs-
day at 10 a.m., with four events of the 
Heptathlon and five events of the De-
cathlon at 10:30 a.m. 
On Friday, the final five events of 
the Decathlon start it off at 10 a.m. 
and the last three events of the Hep-
tathlon at 11 a.m. Saturday begin 
with the field events at 10 a.m. The 
preliminaries for the running events 
will start at 11:30 a.m. 
Rainfall is expected Thursday and 
Friday for the meet, but Eastern coach 
Tom Akers said everything would 
continue as long as the conditions are 
safe.
“The only thing that will stop us 
from competing is if it gets unsafe, so 
if starts raining too hard or if there’s 
lots of lightning,” he said. “Other 
than that, if it rains we get wet.”
Akers said the expected rainy con-
ditions are not helpful.
“It rains on everybody,” he said. 
“Obviously its not ideal conditions, 
if you talk to distance runners they 
like maybe 60 degrees sunny, still, 
no wind. Sprinters are going to want 
something like 80 degrees and a little 
bit of wind, of course only if it’s blow-
ing at their back.”
The field event competitors are the 
people who dislike the rain the most, 
Akers said. 
“Field event people don’t want the 
rain; especially pole vaulter and high 
jumpers where they need good trac-
tion on the track, and the pole vault-
ers need good grip on the pole,” he 
said.
For Akers, Freshman Nyjah Lane 
and Junior Norvel Mohammed were 
the newcomers to outdoor track he 
was impressed with.
“Nyjah Lane opened up well in 
the 100, so I was pleased with that,” 
he said. “Norvel Mohammed, even 
though he’s a junior, this is his first 
outdoor season for us opening up 
with a 21.02 in the 200 is outstand-
ing.”
Akers is still looking for the athletes 
to get back into competition mode
“I think some of them underesti-
mated themselves being ready to race 
so they’ve got to do a better job at 
warming up and having them phys-
ically ready to go,” he said. “It’s just 
getting back into the swing of com-
petition because it’s been so long since 
we competed.”
Starting Thursday, the teams will 
have one day less to practice. 
“Sometimes competition is proba-
bly the best form of working out. So, 
yeah, we’re cutting out a practice day 
but we’re adding a competition day so 
its just like a high quality workout,” 
Akers said.
Mark Shanahan can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or mmshanahan@eiu.edu
Valach improving despite rough season
Panthers get served 
by Golden Eagle for 
4th time this season
Eastern set to host first outdoor 
meet for EIU Big Blue Classic
TENNIS, page 5 
